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(54) Covings and other decorative 
mouldings 

(57) This invention relates to a deco- 
rative moulding preferably a coving 
or a ceiling medallion for attach- 
ment to a wall and/or a ceiling 
having a decorative surface formed 
of a sheet or film 22 of deformable 
material preferably plastics or pa- 
per, which has been deformed to 
provide thereon a pattern of raised 
and depressed areas, and a support 
material preferably plaster or 
foamed plastics having at least one 
plane surface 23 or 24 for co- 
operation with a plane surface or 
plurality of plane surfaces on which 
the decorative feature is to be 
mounted with the decorative sur- 
face thereof visible and with the 
support material invisible. 



The drawing(s) originally f led was/were informal and the prim here reproduced is taken from a later filed forma 
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SPECIFICATION 

Building materials 

5 This invention relates to building materials 
and especially to decorative architectural fea- 
tures such as enriched coves or cornices, 
ceiling centres, panel mouldings, medallions 
and the like for attachment to for example 

10 internal or external walls and to ceilings. 
Decorative building features of this type 
have previously been made by moulding us- 
ing plaster reinforced with a web of fibrous 
material. Such mouldings, however, are brittle 

1 5 and easily damaged and are difficult to store 
and transport without damage and require 
careful handling during installation. 

This invention provides a decorative build- 
ing feature for attachment to a wall and/or a 

20 ceiling having a decorative surface formed of 
a sheet or film of deformable material, which 
has been deformed to provide thereon a pat- 
tern of raised and depressed areas, and a 
support material having at least one plane 

25 surface for co-operation with a plane surface 
or plurality of plane surfaces on which the 
decorative feature is to be mounted with the 
decorative surface thereof visible and with the 
support material invisible. 

30 The decorative building feature of the inven- 
tion may be for example a decorative cove or 
cornice, in which case, the support material 
will be provided with two plane surfaces, at 
right angles to each other so that one surface 

35 can be attached to the ceiling and the other 
surface attached to the adjoining wall of a 
room, or it may be a panel moulding, a 
medallion or ceiling centre, in which case the 
support material will have a single plane sur- 

40 face allowing it to be attached to the surface 
of a wall or a ceiling. 

The sheet or film of deformable material 
which forms the decorative surface of the 
building feature may be of any deformable 

45 material such as a plastics material or paper 
which can be deformed by embossing, vacu- 
um forming, or a like operation so as to 
produce a surface having a pattern of raised 
and depressed areas. The support material will 

50 be generally such that it fills the reverse side 
of the raised portions of the pattern thereby 
providing support and resistance to damage 
by indentation of such portions of the decora- 
tive surface. 

55 The decorative surface may, when the 
building feature is a cover or cornice, com- 
prise a film or sheet of embossed or otherwise 
deformed material which is adhered or other- 
wise attached to a preformed cove or cornice 

60 such as, for example, a conventional plaster 
cove or a cove of foamed polystyrene. In such 
a case the decorative surface may be clipped 
over the edges of such a cove or cornice or 
otherwise releaseably attached thereto or, 

65 preferably, will be adhered to the preformed 


cover with the intermediary of an adhesive 
which fills the reverse side of the raised areas 
of the decorative surface. In those cases 
where the film or sheet is a plastics material it 

70 is preferably given a surface treatment, such 
as a corona treatment, to enable it to be 
finished, for example by painting, to match 
the decoration of the room in which it is to be 
used. The decorative building features of the 

75 invention preferably comprise a vacuum 

formed or otherwise embossed film or sheet of 
thermo-plastic material, such as, for example, 
polyvinyl chloride, and a backing of a foamed 
plastics material, such as, for example, 

80 foamed polyurethane or expanded polystyrene 
which is applied directly to the back of the 
thermo-plastics sheet. 

One method of making such a decorative 
building feature in a simple two stage opera- 

85 tion comprises subjecting strips of, for exam- 
ple, polyvinyl chloride sheet to a vacuum 
forming operation, placing the strips in a 
mould and injecting into the mould a foam- 
able polyurethane forming composition. 

90 Alternatively, it is possible to form the deco- 
rative surface by blow moulding a tube of 
thermo-plastics material to produce a decora- 
tive surface over one part of the surface of the 
tube and to form the required plane surfaces 

95 for co-operation with the surfaces on which 
the decorative feature is to be mounted on 
other parts of the tube and to fill the so 
formed decorative tube with a support materi- 
al, such as, for example, foamed or expanded 
1 00 plastics material or with plaster or other setta- 
ble material. 

The invention will now be described by way 
of example with reference to the accompany- 
ing drawings, in which: 
1 05 Figure 1 is a perspective view of a decora- 
tive cornice embodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a second 
form of decorative cornice embodying the 
invention. 

110 As shown in Fig. 1 the cornice comprises a 
paper covered cove 11, for example that sold 
under the Trade Mark "GYPROC" having 
adhered to the concave face thereof a strip of 
paper 1 2 or sheet plastics material having 

1 1 5 deeply embossed portions 1 3 upstanding 
from the surface thereof. The hollows under 
the embossings 1 3 are filled to provide stabil- 
ity and to make handling and working the 
cornice easier. 

120 The filling is provided by a plaster 14 which 
is applied to the rear of the strip 1 2 in 
sufficient quantity to pack the hollows. The 
plaster 14 is also used to stick the paper 12 
to the concave surface. 

1 25 Thus, to manufacture the cornice a strip of 
deeply embossed paper or plastics material 
1 2, cut to the correct width, is curve to 
conform with the curvature of the cover 1 1 . 
To the convex surface of the strip 1 2 is 

1 30 applied a coating of plaster 14 sufficient to fill 
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the hollows 1 3 of the embossing. In addition, 
a thin coating of plaster is left on the unem- 
bossed portion of the surface of the strip to 
act as an adhesive, and the strip is then 
5 applied to the concave surface of the cove 1 1 . 
In those cases where it is desired to use a 
filled embossed film or sheet to provide the 
decorative surface of the cornice it may be 
possible to dispense with the film or sheet 

10 and simply adhere moulded or extruded deco- 
rative facings to the pre-formed cove. Such 
moulded or extruded decorative facings 
might, for example, be formed from plastics 
material such as foamed polystyrene. 

1 5 It may also be desirable that the decorative 
surface of the cornice be a plaster surface. In 
such a case the embossed film or sheet may 
simply serve as a mould for, for example, a 
plaster filling and be stripped off after the 

20 filling has adhered to the pre-formed cove. 
With reference to Fig. 2, a second form of 
the invention comprises an embossed or vacu- 
um formed plastics, for example, PVC, facing 
layer 22 and a support layer 21 of foamed 

25 plastics material for example, foamed polyure- 
thane. 

The support layer 21 is formed with plane 
surfaces 23 and 24 at right angles to each 
other. 

30 This form of cornice may be formed by 
placing the facing layer of embossed plastics 
material in a mould and then causing a foam- 
able plastics material to foam in the mould 
thereby filling the mould and adhering the 

35 foamed material to the back surfaces of the 
facing layer- 

CLAIMS 

1 . A decorative building feature for attach- 
40 ment to a wall and/or a ceiling having a 

decorative surface formed of a sheet or film of 
deformable material, which has been de- 
formed to provide thereon a pattern of raised 
and depressed areas, and a support material 

45 having at least one plane surface for co- 
operation with a plane surface or plurality of 
plane surfaces on which the decorative feature 
is to be mounted with the decorative surface 
thereof visible and with the support material 

50 invisible. 

2. A decorative building feature as 
claimed in claim 1 in the form of a decorative 
cove or cornice and the support material is 
provided with two plane surfaces at right 

55 angles to each other. 

3. A decorative building feature as 
claimed in claim 1 in the form of a panel 
moulding, a medallion or ceiling centre and 
the support material has a single plane sur- 

60 face. 

4. A decorative building feature as 
claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein 
the sheet or film of deformable material is a 
sheet or film of a plastics material or paper. 

65 5. A decorative building feature as 


claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein 
the support material fills the reverse side of 
the raised portions of the pattern. 
6. A decorative building feature as 

70 claimed in any one of claims 2 to 5, wherein ' 
the decorative surface comprises a film or 
sheet of embossed or otherwise deformed 
material which is adhered or otherwise at- 
tached to a pre-formed cove or cornice. 

75 7. A decorative building feature as 
claimed in claim 6, wherein the decorative 
surface is such that it can be clipped over the 
edges of a pre-formed cove or cornice. 
8. A decorative building feature as 

80 claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5, compris- 
ing as the decorative surface a vacuum 
formed or otherwise embossed film or sheet of 
thermo-plastic material and a firmly adherent 
backing of a foamed plastics material. 

85 9. A decorative building feature as 
claimed in claim 8, wherein the decorative 
surface is produced from a film or sheet of 
polyvinyl chloride and the backing material is 
a foamed polyurethane or expanded polysty- 

90 rene. 

10. A decorative building feature as 
claimed in claim 1 substantially as described 
with reference to and as shown in Fig. 1 or 
Fig. 2 of the drawings. 
95 11. A method of making a decorative 
building feature which comprises subjecting 
strips of a deformable thermo-plastics sheet 
material to an embossing operation, placing 
the embossed strips in a mould and injecting 
1 00 into the mould a foamable plastics material 
and causing the foamable material to foam 
and to adhere to one surface of the embossed 
strip. 

12. A method as claimed in claim 1 1 , 

I 05 wherein the thermo-plastics material is polyvi- 

nyl chloride and the foamable material is a 
foamable polyurethane forming composition. 

13. A method for making a decorative 
building feature as claimed in claim 1 which 

1 10 comprises blowmoulding a tube of thermo- 
plastics material to produce a decorative sur- 
face over one part of the surface of the tube 
and to form the required plane surfaces on 
other parts of the tube and fill the so-formed 

I I 5 decorative tube with a support material. 
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